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Community Reporting 
Deadline: Oct. 25, 11:59 p.m. 
 
You are to tell a 60-second audio story (+/- 3 seconds) about a topic related to a Madison 
community. Consider a broad definition of community from neighborhood association to 
a church group to a yoga group to Girls on the Run.  
 
The story should include natural sound (people talking in a meeting, the sound of a 
lumberjack sawing a tree down, etc.) and should be produced with no voice over work. 
That is, if people are talking, you will need to have them introduce themselves.  
 
For instance, if you want to do a story on the mayor, at some point in your interview 
you’ll need to get him to say, “I’m Paul Soglin, mayor of Madison.” Then, before he 
speaks in your story, you’ll need to use that introductory audio. 
 
This assignment requires you to ask questions of your sources where they can provide 
pertinent information. For example, if you want to close the story with something like, 
“Mayor Soglin will meet with residents on Tuesday” you need him to say that. You are 
welcome to use your voice in the context of asking questions. For instance, You: “When 
will you meet with residents, Mr. Mayor?” Soglin: “Tuesday.” You don’t need to ID 
yourself. 
 
You do need to write a broadcast lede for an anchor to read in order to introduce your 
story. You should not repeat information from the lede in the story. 
 
I recommend using Audacity to do your audio work. Here is a good training to learn 
Audacity. http://202.journalism.wisc.edu/training-2/ You may use another program if you 
like. 
 
List all sources/contact information and provide a tweet to promote the story. 
 
Turn in your story via Dropbox at Learn@UW by Oct. 25, 11:59 p.m.  


